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NEW ENGLAND BOTANICAL CLUB. 


There will be a regular meeting of the Club at the 
house of the St. Botolph Club, No. 2 Newbury Street, 
Boston, OW thé. pen 


190 Z., at 7.45 0 clock P.M. 
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If unable to attend, please notify the Corresponding 
Secretary. Members are requested to send early notice 


of any change of address. 
EDWARD L. RAND, 


Corresponding Secretary. 


740 Exchange Building, 
53 State Street, Boston, Mass. 
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THE BOSTON HERALD— 


“MONDAY, JUNE 30, 1908._ 


AFTER-DINNER SPEAKING. 


“Wromi a Beethoven futteral inate to 
a Strauss waltz, or from a Mozart's Re- 
quiem to Jim Crow,” said a gréat com- 
| poser, “every kind of music is good but 
the tedious,” So with after-dinner 
speaking, The only sort to dread is the 
dull and dragging, aiid to this end the 
conductor 6f ah oreheStia, baton in 
hatid, exetcixes no more important a 
fonction thin the presiding officer at a 
public banquet. The conductor of a 
concert sets the pace. If it is a re 
quiem he is interpreting, he must make 
every heart béat like a muffled drum; 
if it id a dance of the faities; he must 
Sehd the quicksilver and electricity 

Woursing through the veins. Daqually 
With the presiding officer at a dinner. 
His peciliar orchestra, unhappily, is 
too often made up of as motley a créw 
of raw recruits as Walstaff’s régiment. 
They have hever drilléd together before. 
| Btill, What wonders are often effected 
| by a leader who is at once 4 middera- 
tor and an accelerator, a felicitous cotn- 
| bination of biblical Jéhu who “drove 
furiously” and of a Westingliouse air 
brake, capable of making the most pon- 
derbus train pull up short on scehedulé 
time When it has reached the appoitited 
station! 
| This whoéle matte, then, of after- 
dinner speaking is one t6 whose fine 
stimulation or dreadful depression the 
| America public is so constattly stib- 
| jectéd—and that, too; under digestive 
| \¢ouditions Which may entail even fatal 
| pexuits—that if the “board of health” 
| does not take if hy¥#iehiedlly in hand, 
then certaifly the daily press ought to. 
Tf tiitisical experts ate sent round as 
Féporting eritles to all the concerts, to 
make it clear to sverybody just where 
thé first violin tripped and fell Hat over 
A didte, or the trombone groaied too 
realistically like @ sttickén bull, or one 
of the kettle driims flatly contradicted 
the other, why slould not thé like be 
done in tespect to publi¢ diners ?— 
dove, too, under the full blaze of the 
light of the “higher Gfiti¢ism’? Ii no 
othet way cin a standard be set and 
maintained, 

Now, asa public dinner; to be pat- 
térned aftet and to be treasured up in 
memory as 4 classic—that is, jf the 
‘yoaring fui of Aristophaies is to be 
held just as classic as the lofty strains 
of Pindar=the Harvard commence: 
Gent dinner of lest Wednesday will 
‘jong hold its own. | Indeed, it is the 

obrium of meaein séience and the 
dents proof of iow far in the back- 
| woods we alill are, that arrangements 
éould Hot have been made beforéhand 
|to have the whole scene—speakers, 
heaters, ’rahs. ‘and all—at ones audi- 
“phoned, vitascoped and fitted out with 


| a ¥otary Giank, on the simple turning 

' of whith everything would—for the bene: 
| fit of coming génerations—leap out again 
into sight and sound. Then; for at least 
a weék before every coming commence 
tent dinner, might the prospective 
president and speakers daily bé asséefm- 
bled in Mémorial Hall and, while 
somebody turned the crank, their minds 
be duly impressed with just how to do 
it by seeing and hearing how ex-Sec 
rétary Lofig, President Roosevelt, Prés- 
ident Bhiot, Setrétary Hay, Gov. Crane 

‘and all the rest of them did it on this 

| historic occasion. But, alas! all this is 
How aS wadly past praying for as the 
martiage of sweet Maud Mulléf to the 
belated judge. 

None thé less, this especial dinner 
will for yeats be talked about by those 
who were happy snough to be present 
at it, It furnished, moreover, an ad- 
mirable 6pportunity for a feply to the 
question, Which peculiar style of after 
dinner speaking is the most éffective?— 
a reply With the plump categorical as- 
severation, “Hvery oné of them but 
the tedious!” Now this is a great les- 
son to learh and to keep in mind, 

| Be your own self, all alone! There is 
one glory of the sun, another of the 
moon, and another of the stats. The 
elephant always makes @ serious Mmis- 
take when he éssays to trip it mincingly 
like the gazelle, as equally the gazelle 
when he seeks to shake the continent 
like the elephant. This, the animals of 
the ménagerie—unless sophisticated by 
too long familiarity with man—never 
dream of attempting. But public 
speakers are forever doing it. Your 
heavy, ponderous fellow thinks, like 
Ariel, to put a girdle rownd the earth 
| in forty minutes, and is red in the face 
and broken in wind before he has got 
a hundred yards. Your touch-and-go, 
hit-or-miss Mercutio of a speaker, who 
is as delightful to watch rhetorically 
as the élastic bonnding of an india 
rubber ball, undertakes to sit down as 
solidly on his subject 4s though he were 
a Gizah pyraniid on its subterranean 
mummy king. 

Nothing of this was witnessed at Har- 
vard, Hach speaker was a typical speci- 
men himself, and nobody else,’ Take, 
for example, ex-Gov. Long. He was 
presiding officer, hospitable toastitias- 
ter of the occasion, privileged to call 
attention to the especial flavor’ and 
bouquet of each séyeral vintage he pre- 
sented, and he did it in a way to make 
the sunlight shine through the ruby or 
gold of the sticcessive goblets he held up 
to view, that Was immensely provoca- 
tive of an anticipatory smack of the 
lips, and all that purely rhetorically 

i] 


and without a trace of violation of tie) 
Maine law. Then the speakers! ‘What 
a contrast in manner between President 
Roosevelt and President Hlist; bait 
belligerent, straight from the ¢ 
a rushing torrent; the second van 
calm and bel e-repreeibet, but o: 
water held back by a dam, or pie 
shut up in a stéamchest. { 
Each manner was admirable in i 
Way, each ah agréeably-relieving chain 
from the other. But the manner f 
manners to furnish a new study 
that of Secretaty Hay. One had rea 
so much about him as the mary a 
lous charioteer of the east, able cco 


“Handle the ribbons and dfive. five- 
abreast Li Hung Chang, the Czar ef 


Russia; the Mikado of Japan, 7 
Kaiser of Germany and, John Bu 
himself, without a single hi 
them all kicking over the traces, H 
one was fully prepared for anythi 
that would present to sight a sort 
splendid eross between a Bismarck 

4 Buffalo Bill, Not for an instant! 
délicate, finégrained fhee, Iimin 
transparent with pure iitellect 4 pat 
through which tholights ana ae 
as visibly coursed ag fire th j 
fibres of cotton wool—this oe 
every eye instinctively picked out, and 
centred on from among all the emiti 
met Ot the platform, Yes, tha 
Secretaty Hay, and not some wi 
poet, as would have been the frst i 
itable surmise. Ard hig speech was. 
like yein—his body but the ee 
ievedler of the pure play of intel 
and feeling goihg on within. oF 
genuine style of public ‘spéech is g 

was the irrepressible comment whe 
he had finished, “but this is, perha 
the best of all. Certainly, it is the r 
est.” i ae 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1902. 


FEEDING THE ANIMALS 


Casts $2,000 a Month to Run 
the Zoo Larder. 


THE MOST EXPENSIVE BOARDER 


x 


Bengal Tiger and the Largest of the 
Lions Each Consumes Fourteen Pounds 
of Fresh Beef Daily—Dunk, the Ele- 
phant, Devotes His Attention to Bales 
of Hay and Bushels of Oats and Bran, 


The United States governmentsis one Of 
the largest buyers of meats, vegetables, 
and provisions in Washington. Only the, 
very big hotéls expend anything like the 
Vast sum which goes from the United 
States Treasury into the market-houses 
every month. Uncle. Sam conducts the 
biggest boarding-house in Washington and 
every month buys food for the animal 
wards at the Zoological Park for which 
he pays about $2,000, or nearly $25,000 a 
year. 

The members of the animal kingdom un- 
der control of Congress are the best fed 
and cared for residents of the District. 
Meal times at the big animal palace ara 
oecasions of great interest. Of all the 
noisy plades in the world, the Zoo at feed- 
ing time is the noisiest. 

Most of the caged beasts are fed only 
once a day, in®order to keep them in 
good condition, and at the approach of the 
man with the stacks of fish or joints of 
raw, fresh beef, they can demonstrate as 
well as human beings that they are hun- 
gry and don’t like the idea of having their 
appetites appeased so infrequently. 


Goes in for Quantity. 


The biggest cater at the Zoo is the an- 
imal-with the greatest capacity for food, 
Dunk, the only remaining elephant. He 
ean make away with a bale of hay in a 
very few minutes, and always pleads for 
more, in spite of the fact that he can't 
have it. Dunk eats with great regularity 
125 pounds ‘of hay every twenty-four 
hours, or one ton and a half every twenty 
days. In addition to this, he stores in- 
side his immense body every afternoon 
and morning a large bucketful of oats 
and another of bran. He then drinks a 
hogshead of water and begins to think 


about what time dinner will be ready. 


The sleek royal Bengal tiger’is the ‘best 
fed flesh-eating animal. Every afterno6 f 
at 1:30 he is given a large chunk of raw 
beef weighing 14 pounds, and this ‘is all} 
that is on his,menu from the beginning 
of the year until the end. His appetite is | 
always good. If he were allowed, he could | 
reduce a young bullock to a mere ske 
ton in a short time, but he is restrain 
The animal experts know he would/s | 
become unhealthy if permitted to eat too) 
much, and as a consequence, the animal 
men say, the big tiger is: almost always, 
huoery. 

The largest of the lions is allowed the | 
same ration as that given to the tiger, 
14 pounds of raw meat. The leopards ‘and. 
the pumas are obliged to be content with 
5 pounds, and ‘likeSall of the carnivorous’ 
animals, are fed but once a day. The oth- 
er beasts of prey are given from & to 10 
pounds. of ancovked beef. : ni 


Only One Meal for Carnivori, 


Altogether, Uncle Sam has a big: job on. 
his hands. He buys every month ten tons 
of long hay, 1,500 pounds of cut hay, 3,000 
bushels of oats. and 80 bushels of corh, 
Every day the market house bill is for 
275 pounds of meat, 150 pounds of fish, 100) 
pounds of bread, and assorted fresh veges 
tables, which the animals must have to | 
be kept healthy, and which must be) 
pought, however costly they may be. 

With the exception of the meat eaters, 
all the animals at the park are fed each | 
day at 9 o'clock in the morning, and =e 
at 1:30 in the afternoon. Great care 
taken to prevent sickness, and/ the fee 
ing of the beasts has been re luced to) a) 
science. One dozen keepers play the parts, 
of waiters, and measure out the preper| 
«portions of food with hands of justice. . 
@ Particular care is taken with the moose, 
earibou, prong-horned antelope, mule eer, | 
and the one Rocky Mountain sheép, which 
is the especial pride of the Zoo. These ani 
mals are hard to rear in captivity, and 
they die as the result of the slightest 
inattention. The keepers are very Ca a 
ful also of the Kodiack bear, from Ala 
which is the only specimen in case 
jn the United States, and is correspond. 
ingly tare and expensive. The one at. ine, 
Zco is valued at $800, and he is ‘only a) 
cub. The, park .jhas a harpy eagle, too, 
the only one of its kind in a ‘cage, These | 
animals are fed with extreme caution, 
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